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April 11, 2008
Committee on the Judiciary

Honorable Dave Jones, Chair

California State Assembly

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Sent via facsimile to (916) 319-2188
RE: AB 3050 (Judiciary) –Support

Dear Chairman Jones and Members of the Assembly Judiciary Committee:

I am writing on behalf of the Legal Aid Association of California (LAAC), and our member organizations, in strong support of AB 3050 (Judiciary) and to commend you for making access to justice a priority through introduction of this important legislation.  

LAAC is a non-profit organization founded in 1982 for the purpose of ensuring the effective delivery of legal services to low-income people throughout California.  LAAC is the statewide membership organization for legal services programs; our 2008 membership represents 80 legal services nonprofit corporations, as well as many individual attorneys working at such organizations.  

Our member legal services nonprofits provide high-quality legal services to our state’s most vulnerable populations; these services to low-income and other underrepresented individuals form an essential safety net in California and often ensure that the programs’ clients have access to life’s basic necessities, such as food, safe and affordable housing, freedom from violence, health care, employment, economic self-sufficiency, and the ability to access the legal system.  

AB 3050 implements three important recommendations made by the California Commission on Access to Justice in its 2007 “Action Plan for Justice,” which was developed with the support of and in collaboration with LAAC and the legal services community.  First, the bill address the pressing problem of scam artists that advertise locally and in the phone book as “legal aid” programs but then charge unsuspecting low-income Californians for legal services that are often either never delivered or are of horrifically low quality.  Low-income Californians already face significant barriers in accessing the justice system, and these scam artists ruthlessly take advantage of California residents in time of crisis.  AB 3050 creates a basis for preventing and remedying fraudulent misuse of the term "legal aid" by allowing an injured consumer to file a complaint for injunctive relief, restitution, and damages, and a bona fide legal aid organization to bring an action to prevent misrepresentation.

Second, the bill addresses the fact that many Californians, including victims of domestic violence and others in Family Court proceedings, need language interpretation assistance to effectively access the court system in civil matters. The bill establishes a pilot program to provide court interpreters to indigent parties in actions where fundamental rights are at stake, funded by small increase in first-paper filing fees in civil cases. 

Third, the bill seeks to promote greater pro bono services by lawyers and financial contributions by lawyers in lieu of pro bono services to help address the shortage of legal services for poor people.  
Therefore, LAAC strongly supports AB 3050.

Sincerely, 
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Julia R. Wilson

Executive Director

cc: 
Kevin Baker, Counsel, Assembly Judiciary Committee

47 Kearny Street, Suite 705| San Francisco, CA  94108 | (415) 834-0100 | (415) 834-0202 (Fax)

www.CALegalAdvocates.org


