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	April 11, 2008

Hon. Dave Jones, Chair

Assembly Judiciary Committee

State Capitol, Room 3130

Sacramento, CA  95814
Re:  Assembly Bill 3050 (Judiciary) – As introduced
                          Support in Concept

        Hearing Date:  April 15, 2008
Assembly Member Jones:

On behalf of the California Commission on Access to Justice, I am writing to urge your support for AB 3050, a bill that expands the availability of court interpreters in civil cases, and also addresses the challenging problem of fraudulent legal aid entities.   

These are both issues addressed in the Action Plan For Justice, published last year by the Access to Justice Commission to provide a blueprint for ways to significantly improve access to our judicial system for vulnerable Californians.

With regard to fraudulent legal aid organizations, we are pleased that this bill provides a mechanism to help consumers avoid fraudulent operators, who prey on unwary low-income consumers when they are least able to help themselves, and often leave them without their legal problem resolved or even facing more serious legal problems than they had originally.  In the process, these fraudulent schemes hurt the reputation of legitimate legal aid programs, and instill fear and uncertainty in the low-income communities.

We are also supportive of the need to increase the availability of court interpreters in civil cases, particularly in cases addressing critical legal issues facing litigants with limited-English proficiency.    Approximately twenty-six percent of Californians are foreign-born, and forty percent speak a language other than English at home.  When faced with a legal system they do not understand, usually without an attorney to represent them, they can lose custody of their children, the stability of their housing or employment, or face other serious consequences merely because they do not understand the language.  This is unacceptable, and for several years the Access Commission has strongly advocated for providing court interpreters to limited English-proficient litigants in important civil cases.
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Because the Access Commission has not had the opportunity to consider the proposed funding mechanism included in AB 3050 for the increase in court interpreters, we are not able to comment on those provisions of the bill at this time.
The California Commission on Access to Justice therefore urges the Assembly Judiciary Committee to support AB 3050.






Respectfully submitted,
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Hon. Steven K. Austin

Co-Chair

