[Instructions:  Please use this template to either send a support letter from your organization OR to have your individual board members send letters in support.  Letters should be faxed to (916) 558-3160, Attn: Chris Ryan, Deputy Legislative Affairs Secretary, and addressed as below.  Please also fax a copy of the letter to the CCs at the end of the letter.  Questions?  Please email lalexander@pic.org. Thank you!
 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Sent via facsimile to (916) 558-3160
Re:    AB 3050 (Jones) – Support 
 Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:
I am writing [FOR PROGRAMS – insert your organization name] in strong support of AB 3050 (Jones).   
[FOR PROGRAMS - brief description of your organization here.]

AB 3050 implements two important recommendations made by the California Commission on Access to Justice in its 2007 “Action Plan for Justice,” which was developed with the support of and in collaboration with LAAC and the legal services community.  First, the bill address the pressing problem of scam artists that advertise locally and in the phone book as “legal aid” programs but then charge unsuspecting low-income Californians for legal services that often are either never delivered or are of horrifically low quality.  
Low-income Californians already face significant barriers to access to the justice system, and these scam artists ruthlessly take advantage of California residents in time of crisis.  AB 3050 will help prevent fraudulent misuse of the term "legal aid" by allowing aggrieved consumers to file complaints for injunctive relief, restitution, and damages, and by permitting a bona fide legal aid organization to bring an action to prevent misrepresentation.

Second, many Californians, including victims of domestic violence and others in Family Court proceedings, are not proficient in English and need interpreters to obtain meaningful access to the court system in civil matters.  AB 3050 will promote access to justice, efficient court administration, and greater public trust and confidence in the legal system by creating a working group and a small pilot project to provide interpreters to parties who cannot afford a private interpreter in important civil cases. 
Significantly, AB 3050 does not rely on General Fund monies and will not impose any new burdens on the state budget.  Instead, the pilot project will be self-supported by a small user fee for telephonic appearances in civil cases.    

Therefore, I respectfully request that you sign AB 3050 (Jones) without delay to preserve access to justice and to protect low-income Californians from fraud. 
Sincerely,

[name]

[signature block]

cc:  
Curtis L. Child, Administrative Office of the Courts, Office of Governmental Affairs, via fax to 916-323-4347

Leslie Alexander, Legal Aid Association of California, via fax to 415-834-0202

