[Instructions:  Please use this template to either send a support letter from your organization OR to have your individual board members send letters in support.  Letters should be faxed to (916) 319-2188, Attn: Kevin Baker, Deputy Chief Counsel, and addressed as below.  Please also fax a copy of the letter to Leslie Alexander, LAAC Staff Attorney, at 415-834-0202.  Questions?  Please email lalexander@pic.org. Thank you!
 

The Honorable Mike Feuer
Chair, Assembly Judiciary Committee

California State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 3146
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Sent via facsimile to (916) 319-2188
Re:    AB 590 (Feuer) – SUPPORT 
 Dear Assembly Member Feuer:
I am writing on behalf of [FOR PROGRAMS – insert your organization name] in strong SUPPORT of AB 590 and to commend you for making access to justice a priority through introduction of this important legislation.   
[FOR PROGRAMS - brief description of your organization here.]

Unfortunately, current funding is not sufficient to provide legal services to even one-third of California’s poor and lower-income residents.  Over 4.3 million Californians are unrepresented in civil court proceedings.  As a result, many Californians are unable to obtain meaningful access to the courts.  California leads the nation in the delivery of court-based self-help assistance for litigants who must represent themselves, but many low-income individuals are simply unable to navigate the court system successfully and present meritorious legal arguments on their own, even with self-help assistance.   

AB 590 will promote access to justice by creating one or more pilot projects to provide legal counsel to low-income parties in important civil cases involving critical issues affecting basic human needs.  Increasing the availability of legal representation for litigations who must currently represent themselves or face loss of their legal rights is a key priority of the Judicial Council and Chief Justice Ronald M. George.  AB 590 is a necessary step to help improve access to the courts and provide legal representation to the indigent and disadvantaged Californians, especially underserved groups such as elderly, disabled, children, and non-English-speaking persons, among others.   
In addition, AB 590 addressed the pressing problem of “scam artists” that advertise locally and in the phone book as “legal aid” programs but then charge unsuspecting low-income Californians for legal services that often are either never delivered or are of horrifically low quality.  Low-income Californians already face significant barriers to access to the justice system, and these scam artists ruthlessly take advantage of California residents in time of crisis.  AB 590 will help prevent fraudulent misuse of the term "legal aid" by allowing aggrieved consumers to file complaints for injunctive relief, restitution, and damages, and by permitting a bona fide legal aid organization to bring an action to prevent misrepresentation.
For these reasons, I strongly SUPPORT AB 590.  Thank you for your tremendous leadership on this important issue. 
Sincerely,

[name]

[signature block]

cc:  
Leslie Alexander, Legal Aid Association of California, via fax to 415-834-0202

